[Pathologic study with immunohistochemistry of 61 pancreatic endocrine tumors in 16 patients suffering from multiple endocrine neoplasia type I (MEN I). Review of the literature].
The Multiple Endocrine Neoplasia (MEN I) or Wermer's syndrome is an uncommon disease which is most often inherited and affects mainly parathyroid glands, pancreatic islets and pituitary gland. The aim of this study concerning 61 pancreatic tumors in 16 patients suffering from MEN I was to define the macroscopic, histological and immunohistochemical characteristics of these tumors. The pancreatic endocrine tumors as part of the MEN I syndrome concern multiple tumors of small size, localized most often to the pancreas's tail. In 79% of cases, these tumors have a different predominating peptidic hormonal secretion in a same patient though most of them have plurihormonal secretions. The pancreatic polyendocrinopathy detection imposes a family investigation to look for a type I polyendocrinopathy.